
 

 

tial for a Slovenian Summer 
Camp in Lake of the Woods. 

Raising our awareness of the 
neighborhood and communities 
around us. This includes net-
working with our neighbors as 
we move forward to strengthen 
our Slovenian foundations of 
community and fellowship. 

Long Term Planning – CSCS 
members and their Board will be 
working with our consultant on a 
long term plan for our commu-
nity. Why do we need a long 
term plan? So that we can collec-
tively answer the following ques-
tions: 

1.Where are we now? 
2.Where would we like to be in 

the future? 
3.How do we intend to get there 

 
I look forward to working with 
our board and our members 
towards building a bigger, better 
and stronger Slovenian commu-
nity. 
Regards, & Lep Pozdrav 

Stan Casar 
President 
CSCS/KSKD 

Note: I encourage you to use our 
website for new updates, upcoming 
events. Our new PayPal feature 
makes it easier than ever to join our 
compliment of events and adventures 
– see www.canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

 

Pozdravlenji! 

 

Hello to our Slovenian commu-
nity, members, friends and fam-
ily: 

The Canadian Slovenian Cultural 
Society had a fantastic 2013. 

A February children’s sleigh 
ride was followed by chili 
(made with mama’s recipe) 
and hot cocoa which warmed 
the body and soul. 

In May, we formed Team Slo-
venia to participate in the 
Alzheimer’s Memory Walk.  
We raised over $10,000 and 
received both the Extra Mile 
Award & Family and Friends 
Spirit Award. 

Folklorama 2013 was a re-
sounding success as our dance 
groups and food menu cap-
tured crowds looking for excel-
lent ethnic entertainment with 
a side of delicious Slovenian 
cooking. 

We boosted our cultural dis-
play with a hockey jersey auto-
graphed to the CSCS by Cal-
gary Flames Matt Stajan. 

Meanwhile, Ines Kopitar, wife 
of LA Kings centre Anze Kopi-
tar visited our church and hall 
in November. Ines was im-
pressed with developments in 
our community and we are 

now expecting an autographed 
jersey from Anze. 

Our Slovenian choir was part 
of a Christmas concert which 
featured not only our own 
singers, but also choirs from St 
Mary’s Cathedral and Pilgrim 
Baptist Church. Kicking off 
Christmas with three talented 
choirs was a very powerful and 
emotional event. 

2014 promises to be packed with 
fresh activities and adventures 
for the Canadian Slovenian Cul-
tural Society.  Bigger, better and 
stronger – these are the CSCS 
themes for 2014. 

Here are some key projects your 
Board will be working on: 

Succession Planning – this 
means involving our youth not 
only in activities but also in lead-
ership roles. 

Book of Slovenian Life –we 
would like to continue to move 
forward with recording the his-
tory of Slovenians in our commu-
nity. 

The Slovenian Connection – this 
means keeping in synch with our 
current members as well as ask-
ing them to help us reconnect 
with members we have not seen 
in a while. 

Community Events – Avsenik 
Concert in February, Team Slove-
nia & the Alzheimer’s Memory 
Walk in May, Folklorama 2014, 
summer picnics and the poten-
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Stan Casar 

News from Our Lady of Lourdes: 
The Downtown Choir Project 

Let me introduce you to the 
Downtown Choir Project: 

St Mary’s Cathedral Choir – 
with Choir Director Ian 
Campbell. 

Choir from Our Lady of 
Lourdes Slovenian Church  - 
with Director Dennis Dek-
leva 

The Pilgrim Baptist Church 
Choir – headed by Evan 
Tynes. 

I would like to extend a big 
Thank You to Fr. Angeles - Fr 
Dado – and Pastor George 
Jarvis for bringing their read-
ings and Blessings to our De-
cember 1st celebration. 

And a big round of thank you’s 
to all of Pilgrim Baptist for 
opening their doors and hearts 
to all of us so we could enjoy 
our concert in their beautiful 
church. 

 We all celebrate in our differ-
ent way – yet we are all one 
big family and share so much 

in common: 

All of us have a history that 
started in the downtown 
area 

 We are proud and strong 
supporters of our communi-
ties  

We want to preserve our 
history – our faith and our 
youth 

And there is no better way to 
do this than WITH YOUR 
NEIGHBOURS! 

“On December 1, 

2013, the Downtown 

Choir Project 

performed its first 

choral show. Stay 

tuned for more 

coming this spring!” 

C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  
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On December 1st, 2013, I partici-
pated in the first Downtown Choir 
Project choral show.  When the 
idea was first pitched by our choir 
director Denis Dekleva, I must ad-
mit, I had my doubts.  I had no idea 
how our little choir was going to 
sound compared to other groups.  I 
know that this was not the point of 
the endeavor, 
but I did not 
fully grasp that 
as of yet.  Fur-
thermore, I was 
worried that 
the whole 
event would 
come off as 
something akin 
to an elemen-
tary school 
Christmas con-
cert in terms of 
organization.  
We did not 
have a lot of 
time, and there 
was much that 
needed to be 
done. 

 

As we practiced, our sound as a 
choir developed and I became less 
unsure, and knew deep down that 
we would sound fine at the event.  
The day before the scheduled 
show, the choirs from St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Pilgrim Baptist Church 
and Our Lady of Lourdes  got to-
gether and rehearsed as a group.  
Once again, I did not fully under-
stand what was happening.  All I 
saw were three choirs, practicing 
and rehearsing simple steps and 
songs. 

 

On the night of the performance,  
there was a different feel in the air.  
As all three choirs gathered in the 
basement hall of Pilgrim Baptist 
Church, they set themselves up in 
three distinct corners of the room.  
When it came time to head upstairs 
to perform, we formed our lines 
and started singing the classic “Go 
Tell it on the Mountain” while mak-
ing our way upstairs. 

 

The night went on as scheduled.  
All three choirs sounded great.  The 
Baptists in particular got the whole 
crowd on their feet.  But it was not 
until all three choirs came together 
and sang our last song; a mix of 
“Child of the Poor” and “What 
Child is This” that I really felt some-
thing different.  All of a sudden, I 
did not see three groups doing 
their own individual work.  I saw 
one group, a family, coming to-
gether for a common goal.  In that 
moment, I understood the point of 
this mission.  I was slightly 
ashamed that I did not see it be-

fore, but better late than never as 
they say. 

In an instant, all lines of faith, col-
our, belief, and culture melted 
away to form an inspiring mass of 
sound.  Everyone in attendance 
was smiling, because they all saw it 
as well.  Shared experiences make 
us who we are and help strengthen 
us as individuals and as a collective.   

 

This shared 
experience 
brought three 
different 
churches 
together and 
made us all 
stronger 
knowing that 
we have 
things in 
common, 
such as 
brotherhood, 
faith, and a 
deep commit-
ment to 
maintaining 
our cultural 
identities. 

 

After the show, we all met down-
stairs for coffee and snacks.  I 
spoke briefly to one of the Pilgrim 
Church members as he salivated 
over some walnut torte.  I ex-
plained that this is what every Sun-
day looks like for us in terms of 
snacks after mass, to which he 
replied that he may start having to 
make a pit stop down the road 
before coming to their mass!  So if 
nothing else, the food brought us 
all together in the end, as it usually 
does. 

 

Mark Lebar 

C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Impressions of the Downtown Choir Project 
Mark Lebar 

shares his 

thoughts & 

experiences of 

the Downtown 

Choir Project. 



 

 

Triglav Travels to Italy 
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The Slovenian Dance Ensemble 
Triglav was presented with an op-
portunity in August 2013 to partici-
pate in the First Annual Interna-
tional Festival Colori Del Mondo in 
Pescara Italy.  A small portion of 
the group was available to attend 
this festival in October 2013.  We 
started practices for the trip right 
after Folklorama and were ready to 
perform two dance suites and a 
new song for the festival.  Three 
couples and two parents along with 
myself were off to Italy on October 
23, 2013.  
 

We travelled to Rome via Chicago 
and Newark, arriving in Rome at 
8:00 am on the 24th of October.  
There waiting for us was a repre-
sentative of the festival, Oksana.  
She first took us all for morning 

cappuccinos before boarding a bus 
for a two hour ride to Pescara.   
 

Upon our arrival in Pescara, while 
being tired we as a group checked 
into our hotel which faced the Adri-
atic Sea.  We unpacked and de-
cided to go in search of lunch.  We 
stopped at a small deli and all had 
fresh calzones.  We continued to 
walk and explored Pescara.  Our 
activities while in Pescara included 
a day long bike ride and rental into 
the city, shopping, well known 
seafood restaurant, a vineyard tour 
followed by a wine tasting, ending 
each evening after supper with 
gelato.  
 

The festival was a two day event 
with participants from Romania, 
Ukraine, Canada(Triglav), and a 
local Italian group.  We started the 
first day of the festival with a meet-
ing and introduction to the Mayor 
of Pescara.  The following day we 
prepared our costumes and 
marched down to the theatre for a 
dress rehearsal at 1pm, Sunday.  
The performance started at 7pm 
with Triglav being the first perform-
ance.  We sang and danced our 
Gorenjska suite.  We again came 
back on stage 20min later to sing 
and dance our Bela Krajina suite.  

Both parents and myself sang along 
with the group for both shows.  
Both suites were performed and 
received by the audience very well.  
We really enjoyed performing for 
them.  
 

On our last day in Italy we toured 
the city of Rome.  We were able to 
visit the Vatican, the Roman Fo-
rum, and the Colosseum.  We 
found this city to be very busy  and 
extraordinary.    At the end of our 
tour we checked into our hotel 
which was near the airport.  The 
group enjoyed their time spent in 
the hotel pool followed by a won-
derful Italian meal in the restau-
rant.   
 

Next morning on the 30th we 
started our travel home filled with 
many wonderful memories of our 
performance, people we met, 
places we have seen, food we ate, 
and the times we spent together. 
The energy of this trip was superb 
 
Great thanks to the CSCS and the 
CWL for their financial assistance 
and support.  Also a big thank you 
to all the members and parishion-
ers for their support.   
 

 

Kristina Majowski 
Choreographer Triglav 

C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Triglav 

participates in 

“COLORI DEL 

MONDO” in 

Pescara, Italy. 

THANK YOU 

• For your financial support

• For your encouragement

• For your overall support for all that we do.



 

 

Triglav Travels to Italy…(con’t) 
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C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Steps of City Hall, Pescara. Meeting the Mayor of Pescara. 

Downtown Pescara. Pescara Marina. 

Rehearsal Day 

Adriatic Sea 

Group Shot with Oksana 



 

 

The Slovenian pavilion participated 
in the annual Manitoba Cultural 
event for the 43rd time in 2013.  
The 2013 festival was successful 
not only from a financial perspec-
tive but the festival continues to 
keep the small, hardworking and 
entrepreneurial group of Sloveni-
ans working together for a com-
mon goal. 

The mandate of the Cana-
dian Slovenian Cultural 
Society is to preserve the 
cultural of our Slovenian 
heritage in Manitoba and 
no matter how time con-
suming, no matter how 
labour intensive at times, 
the annual event is the 
best way we currently 

have to keep our community en-
gaged and involved in our heritage.  
The annual event over the past 43 
years has involved everyone in our 
community at one time or another.  
It has needed the very young and 
those with a little more life experi-
ence to continue this year after 
year. It keeps the generation gaps 
small as we all have to work to-
gether through the years to keep 
our pavilion a success.   The annual 
event has given us a reason to 

show off our heritage to those that 
may not otherwise get a chance to 
enjoy our community warmth and 
talent. 

With that, we should thank not 
only the individuals who volun-
teered their time this year but the 
countless individuals who have 
been involved with our festival 
over the past 43 years.  The indi-
viduals listed below stepped up in 
2013 to take a leadership role in 
continuing to showcase our Slove-
nian culture.  Their work doesn’t 
just take place within the two 
weeks of the festival but for many 
months prior to the festival and 
after.   We thank those leaders and 
the other Slovenian community 
volunteers that worked with them.  
In addition, we have to be cogni-
zant and be thankful for the many 
friends of Slovenians that come to 
assist us year after year.     We look 
forward to continued success in 
2014 and encourage all members 
to continue to support the festival 
coordinators and department 
heads. 

The list below recognizes those 
that took a leadership role in 2013. 

Coordinators 
Matthew Sobocan &  
Stan Majowski 

Bar Chair 
Stan Casar 

 

Culinary Chair 
Alenka Seri & Kristina VanBuren 

BBQ Chair 
Stefan Geric  

Pastry Chair 
Myranda Terry 

Entertainment Chair 
Dennis Dekleva 

Admissions Chair 
Boris Poredos 

Cultural Display Chair 
Syrena Terry 

Group Tour/Bus Tour Chair  
Barb Sobocan 

Media Contact 
Mary Sobocan   

Security Chair 
Marc Schuster 

Adult Ambassadors 
Lauren Vrsnik 
Sabrina Simonic 

Junior Ambassadors 
Taylor Tutkaluke 
Evan Slejko 

Matthew Sobocan “The Slovenian 

Pavilion 

participated in 

Folklorama for 

the 43rd time in 

2013!” 

C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  
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Folklorama 2013 Roundup 
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Upcoming Events 

Join us for a fantastic evening of fabulous Slove-
nian and German music, when Ansambel Saša 
Avsenik visits Winnipeg, performing songs made 
famous by his grandfather Slavko Avsenik and the 
Bratov Avsenik. 

The third generation of Avsenik's music, Ansambel 
Saša Avsenik, is coming in February to tour Can-
ada. The leader of the Ansambel is Sašo Avsenik, 

the grandson of legendary Slavko Avsenik 
 
They are looking forward to coming to the other side of 
the ocean to perform for you. They will perform across 
Canada from Vancouver in the west to Montreal in the 
east. You can find more about the tour at www.saso-
avsenik.com 
 

Come with us to the Canada Inns Club Regent on Sunday February 16th, 2014 for an evening of music 
and song. Doors open at 5:30 PM and dinner is served at 6:30 PM. Tickets are $80.00 / person, with re-
served seating (tables of 8). We also have a limited number of hotel rooms available for the evening. The 
room rate is $129.00 plus tax. If interested, please advise when purchasing tickets. 

When: February 16, 2014 @ 5:30 pm 

Where: Canad Inns Club Regent  
1415 Regent Avenue West 
Winnipeg,MB R2C 
Canada 

Cost: $80 / Person (Reserved seating 8 peo-
ple / table) 

Tickets Available Via 

Email: avsenik@canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

Phone (Stan Majowski): 204-470-4532 

PayPal on the CSCS website at  
canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

http://www.saso-avsenik.de/www.saso-avsenik.com
http://www.saso-avsenik.de/www.saso-avsenik.com


 

 

Mark your 

calendars for the 

Second Annual 

Family Sleigh Ride 

at Birds Hill Park, 

Saturday March 

1, 2014.  

Enjoy a fun-filled day and spend time supporting the CSCS and Slovenian 
community! Join us for an old-fashion horse-drawn sleigh ride, and bask in 
the Winnipeg Winter weather! Afterwards, we welcome you to the church 
hall where fellowship, beverages and chili await! 

Date: Saturday, March 1st, 2014 

Location: Bird’s Hill Park (see the link below for directions) followed by food and beverages in the 
church hall – 95 MacDonald Ave. 

Time: 1.30 p.m.  All sleigh rides last approximately 1 hour. Sleighs depart at 2 p.m. sharp. Lunch at 
4:00pm. 

Family Day Sleigh Ride and Lunch ! 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/pdf/maps/2011_12_winter_maps/winter_birds_hill.pdf 

Remember to dress accordingly!! Bring your camera, and blankets to keep you cozy and warm! 
Tickets are available from all CSCS board members and can also be purchased via PayPal starting January 19th. 

Upcoming Events 
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C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/parks/pdf/maps/2011_12_winter_maps/winter_birds_hill.pdf


 

 

Boris Pahor, Or How To Make History 
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Whenever you plan an event for 
your club or your family you are 
planning a little bit of history. Not 
for now, but for the future. It isn’t 
overly difficult to ensure that your 
event is recorded and that it re-
mains to document what your fam-
ily or your organization did on a 
specific occasion. 

For example, recently 
the Chargé d’Affaires 
of the Embassy of the 
Republic of Slovenia, 
Irena Gril, initiated a 
project to commemo-
rate the centenary of 
the birth of author and 
thinker Boris Pahor. 
Pahor, who was born 
in Trieste, has seen a 
century of upheaval 
and tumultuous 
changes in his native 
city. Trieste, as you 
know, is a city where 
Italian and Slovenian 
interweave on a daily 
basis. It boasts many 
known Italian authors 
and also Slovenian 
writers, among whom 
Pahor stands out. He 
has written poignantly 
and strongly about his 
wartime experiences, 
the time spent in Nazi 
concentration camps, the develop-
ment of Europe since that debacle. 
He has remembered the plight and 
suffering of the Slovenians in Tri-
este with a strong, unavoidable 
voice. And, for this, after years of 
being ignored, he has now been 
recognized all over Europe with 
awards and prestigious acknowl-
edgments. In 2013 he was awarded 
the European Citizen’s Prize.  

When some of the members of the 
CSHS were approached to help 
organize the Toronto evening 
(there were also commemorations 
in Ottawa and Vancouver), the 
event became one to record in our 
archives even though we knew the 
author himself could not attend 
because of his advanced age. 

There were many email exchanges 
between the Embassy and our 
members as the evening slowly 

took shape. All these serve to docu-
ment the event. Flyers were 
printed. A small information leaflet 
was prepared to hand out to visi-
tors who attended at the North 
York Central Library branch of the 
Toronto Public Library. Electronic 
invitations were sent to many 
agencies and groups in Toronto to 
announce the evening. A program 
was developed and readings from 

Pahor’s works selected so that the 
audience could hear his extraordi-
nary cadences and images read 
aloud in Slovenian and also in Eng-
lish. All of these items printed out 
and also in their original electronic 
format, will become part of the 
Pahor Archive of the CSHS. Finally, 
photographs were taken at the 
event. 

You go through the same steps as 
you prepare for a special occasion, 

whether private and in-
tended for your family, or 
more public and intended 
for members of your or-
ganization and beyond. As 
you plan, collect all the 
information; label it with 
date and then names of 
those involved. Describe 
the photographs by naming 
the place taken, day, event, 
and the persons photo-
graphed. Store all the ma-
terials safely in a box or 
folder. We use special ar-
chival quality boxes to 
preserve our materials, 
even if the emails are 
printed out on recycled 
paper (as mine almost 
always are); we also use 
electronic conservation on 
USB keys or CDs, and we 
also conserve digital cop-
ies. 

The people who came to 
the special evening of cele-
bration may not have 

known it but by their presence they 
not only paid tribute to a world 
respected writer and thinker but in 
addition, they helped preserve 
Boris Pahor’s memory for the fu-
ture. They participated in making 
the history of Canadian Slovenians 
in Toronto. 

Editors Note: The following is reprinted 
from “Our Story” - a publication of the 
Canadian Slovenian Historical Society.  
It is authored by Anne Urbančič 

C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

Boris Pahor, who 
celebrated his 100th 
birthday last August, 
is one of Slovenia’s 
most prolific authors. 

 In 2013 he was 
awarded the 
European Citizen´s 
prize. Pahor has also 
been awarded the 
French Legion of 
Honour, the Austrian 
Cross of Honour for 
Science and Art, Italy´s 
Premio Napoli, 
Slovenia´s Order of 
Freedom and the 
Prešeren Award for 
Cultural Achievements 
in Slovenia. 

His biography is a tale 
of one of the most 
turbulent centuries in 
human history. 
Pahor´s literature 
reflects his life 
experience and 
includes a story of his 
own personal ordeal 
in the extermination 
camps of the Third 
Reich as well as his 
work in international 
arena for the rights of 
minority cultures, 
particularly their 
languages. 



 

 

Canadian Slovenian Historical Society 

Student Archives Research Project 2014 
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C A N A D I A N  S L O V E N I A N  C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

When did your 
family come to 
Canada? 

Tell the CSHS about 
it. 

You may win one of 
three cash prizes! 

The Canadian Slovenian Historical Society has established the Archives Research Project Program. We 
invite and encourage Canadian secondary and post secondary students of Slovenian descent to take an 
interest in, and to participate in researching their Slovenian historical roots. The guidelines are outlined in 
this below. 

Background: 

The CSHS was formed in 2002 and incorporated in 2003 to coordinate, research, record and preserve the 
history of Slovenians in Canada. The CSHS logo combines linden leaf and maple leaf, both strong symbols 
of Canadian Slovenian identity.  

The historical evidence of Slovenians and their contributions to Canada are stored in the archives of the 
CSHS. Thousands of archival records, including letters, documents, photographs, artifacts, newspapers, 
postcards, books, tapes, vinyl records and oral history digital records are carefully preserved.  

The preservation ensures that Slovenians who settled in Canada over the years are not forgotten by the 
generations succeeding them. 

To this end, the CSHS has established the Slovenian Historical Project Awards Program to encourage Cana-
dian youth of Slovenian descent to take an interest in and to participate in researching their Slovenian 
historical roots. The following criteria will assist in the process and presentation of the Project. 

Project Guidelines: 

The following criteria will assist in the process and presentation of the Project. 

(A) The Nature of the Project may be in the form of: 

a family tree book/album format presentation with photographs and other Artifacts;  

a booklet presentation on the family including activities, writings and descriptions of family tradi-
tions and activities; 

a profile on a family member or members who have made an impact or significant contribution in 
their professional careers in Canada or internationally;  

any creative kind of presentation proposal that would be valuable for use by the CSHS, with consul-
tation and approval of CSHS. 

(B) The Proposal should be submitted for review and acceptance by November 1, 2014 to the CSHS Bur-
sary Awards Committee, c/o Miriam Cekuta, 2302 Dixon Road, L4X 1J4, Mississauga, ON. 
mircek@rogers.com 

(C) Candidates will be informed of the receipt of their project. Selected candidates may be requested to 
present their project in person to the CSHS board members. 

(D) All candidates will be honoured at a special presentation with a CSHS certificate of appreciation. The 
top three projects will be awarded a monetary amount of $500, $250, and $100. 

(E) The candidates will agree that all projects will become the property of CSHS for inclusion in the ar-
chives. 
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Support for the CSCS provided by: 

Ines Kopitar visits OLL/CSCS 

On Sunday, November 16, 2013 Ines Kopitar, wife of LA 
Kings player Anze Kopitar was in Winnipeg and visited 
our Slovenian community.  She also donated a jersey 
autographed to the CSCS by Anze . 

Also attending was Lauren Ellerby, wife of Winnipeg Jets 
player Keaton Ellerby. 

Ines was very impressed with our Slovenian community 
and how we celebrate and maintain our culture here in 
Winnipeg. 
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Current Executive 2013/14 

 

President: Stan Casar 
president@canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

 

Vice President: Mark Lebar  
vicepresident@canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

 

Treasurer: Stan Majowski 
treasurer@canadianslovenian.mb.ca 
 

 
Secretary: Myranda Terry 
secretary@canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

 

Directors: 
Joe Pikel 
Marc Schuster 
Boris Poredos 
Vera Slejko 

www.canadianslovenian.mb.ca 

CSCS is always interested in contributions for upcoming newsletters.  If you have any articles/questions/comments about the newsletter 
please direct them to the Newsletter Editor: Marc Schuster at marc_schuster@hotmail.com 
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